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DNA Testing and Fingerprinting For Infants
With the current scenario in the maternity wards, there is a great need to maintain the security of the newborn. There need for a reliable system for identity verification is therefore at rising. This helps to prevent crimes associated with newborns, including child trafficking, child swapping, intentional and accidental illegal child adoption and missing children among others. (Balameenakshi et al., 2013). Fingerprint identification method has been in use for many years in history and remained the most trusted source of forensic evidence. For many reasons, DNA testing is more reliable than fingerprinting.
Despite being used for many decades and providing accurate matches for identification, it was later found to give inaccurate fingerprint identifications raising eyebrows among many people. With the introduction of DNA which tests a person’s deoxyribonucleic acid, the scientists are able to obtain higher quality evidence as compared to any other types of evidence. (Roewer, 2013). Other than forensic identification of infants, DNA can be used to detect different diseases in the infants. Some of these diseases include hemophilia, cyst fibrosis, and sickle cell anemia. DNA can also provide more accurate data because it is obtained from many cells in the body as opposed to fingerprinting. 
However, there are several drawbacks associated with DNA fingerprinting for the infants. The testing raises many questions among the people on their privacy. This has negative social implications to the people. Some people view this practice as a violation of their privacy and disclosing their information to others. (Shah, 2018) DNA fingerprinting is also involves many complexities making it prone to errors. The procedure requires well-trained personnel as well as very sophisticated machines. This makes it not only costly but also time-consuming.
Despite these drawbacks, DNA testing for infants remains the most reliable source of forensic evidence and other information regarding newborns.
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